
 

 

 

Bird Island Reserve 
Local Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes 

Monday, November 10, 2014, 1 pm 
Sunset Beach Town Hall 

 
Attendance 

LAC Members Present 

NC Coastal Land Trust – Jennifer Avesing Yes 

NC Coastal Federation  No  

Bird Island Preservation Society - Bill Ducker Yes 

Sunset Beach Police Department - Chief Lisa Massey No 

Town of Sunset Beach Administration  No 

Community Members and Community Organization Members Present 

Sue Weddle Yes 

Noelle Kehrberg Yes 

Jim Barber Yes 

Sunset Beach Turtle Patrol - Carmel Zetts No 

Cape Fear Audubon - Andy Fairbanks No 

Others Present 

Hope Sutton, DCM/NCCR, Stewardship Coordinator and Southern Sites Manager 

 

Reserve Program Update 

 Welcome to Brandon Puckett, new Research Coordinator. Brandon began work August 

25 in our Beaufort office.  Brandon has a BS in Environmental Science from NCSU, a 

Master’s in Fisheries Science from University of Maryland, and a PhD in Marine Science 

from NCSU.  He brings with him extensive knowledge and basic and applied research 

and monitoring experience in NC estuarine systems. His recent work includes a blend of 

field ecology, oceanography, and population modeling to assess the function of marine 

reserves and design of reserve networks, as well as developing decision-support tools 

for ecological restoration. Additionally, Brandon’s demonstrated ability to work with 



 

 

stakeholders and transfer results to management and conservation topics make him an 

excellent addition to our team.  

 The DENR AmeriCorps project has been discontinued, so the Reserve will not have the 

volunteer coordinator position during the next two years, as previously reported.   

 The Site Manager reported that a request has been submitted to the Secretary of the 

Department of Environmental and Natural Resources to extend terms of Local Advisory 

Committee Members serving in community member seats that are due to expire in 

December 2014. The request for extension has been submitted to ensure continuity 

throughout the NCNERR Management Plan Update process. The Bird Island Reserve 

Local Advisory Committee, being more recently established, has no members with terms 

expiring in 2014; however, this request will also result in the next application and 

appointment process being delayed until the fall of 2015.  

 
Site Update and Old Business 

 Discussion regarding the season’s steward and public field trip activities occurred. The 

consensus of the group was that the season was very successful, with good attendance 

at walks and a positive experience for the volunteers being mentioned by several 

members. Member suggestions for next season included: approaching the Town of 

Sunset Beach for assistance publicizing the walks; creating a laminated card listing key 

contact for stewards to carry on patrols; utilizing NC Coastal Land Trust interns for 

support, if available; and continued training for field trip leaders to increase knowledge. 

Also mentioned was the need for additional scavenger hunt cards and the importance of 

acknowledgement from the State of the importance of the volunteers’ work in 

supporting the goals of the site management plan.   

 The Site Manager reported a successful outreach effort at the Sunset at Sunset festival. 

The Bird Island Preservation Society shared its booth with the Reserve. Over 150 

attendees were engaged, with many playing a new matching game the Reserve’s 

Education Specialist developed to teach common coastal organism identification.   

 The Site Manager summarized the findings of the commercial user engagement process 

site managers undertook earlier in the year. Overall, feedback across the sites was 

positive. Site managers learned that those commercial operators interested in engaging 

in dialogue and attending information sessions are also interested in information 

exchange. Annual data submission requests will begin this fall, to be followed by 

continuation of annual information sessions and meetings during the winter. 

 No action has been taken on designing or seeking funding for a nature trail or boardwalk 

at the site. Discussions with Division of Coastal Management staff have suggested that 

the project may be appropriate for pursuing public access funds through the Division. 



 

 

Some discussion occurred regarding development of educational materials related to 

the trail/boardwalk.   

 
New Business 

The Site Manager reported that the Reserve is pursuing reprinting of site brochures with the 

hope of being able to begin distribution again prior to the beginning of the next high use 

season.  

Member Roundtable  
 

 Mr. Barber discussed the need to recruit additional stewards and to reach out to a 
younger demographic. He also mentioned the need for stronger science content in the 
field trip training materials. 

 Several members suggested the Reserve include commercial operators renting personal 
watercraft when reaching out to commercial entities. These operations are located in 
both Ocean Isle Beach and Little River; rented personal watercraft are regularly seen in 
the waters of the Reserve.  

 Ms. Weddle initiated discussion regarding the proposed development on the property 
adjacent to the Reserve. She expressed interest in developing a statement for the Local 
Advisory Committee to advise the Reserve staff regarding the potential effects the 
project could have on the Reserve.   
 

Public Comments 

 None. 
 
Action Items  

 The Site Manager will continue to work toward development of a preliminary design 
proposal for the nature trail/boardwalk.  

 The Site Manager will contact committee members in January 2015 to schedule the 

spring meeting. 


